THE TEXAS CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE 7. EDUCATION

Sec. 1. SUPPCORT AND MAINTENANCE OF SYSTEM OF PUBLIC FREE
SCHOOLS. A general diffusion of knowledge being essential to
the preservation of the liberties and rights of the people, it
shall be the duty of the Legislature of the State to establish
and make suitable provision for the support and maintenance of
an efficient system of public free schools.

CHAPTER 42. FOUNDATION SCHOCL PROGRAM
SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec. 42.001. STATE POLICY. (a) It is the policy of this
state that the provision of public education is a state
responsibility and that a thorough and efficient system be
provided and substantially financed through state revenue
gources so that each student enrolled in the public school
gystem shall have access to programs and services that are
appropriate to the student's educational needs and that are
substantially equal to those available to any similar student,
notwithstanding varying local economic factors.

(b) The public school finance system of this state shall
adhere to a standard of neutrality that provides for
substantially egqual access to similar revenue per student at
similar tax effort, considering all state and local tax revenues
of districts after acknowledging all Ilegitimate student and
district cost differences.

Sec. 42.002. PURPOSES OF FOUNDATION SCHOOL PROGRAM.
(a) The purposes of the Foundation School Program set forth in
this chapter are to guarantee that each school district in the
state has:

(1) adequate resources to provide each eligible
student a basic instructional program and facilities suitable to
the student's educational needs; and

(2) access to a substantially equalized program of
financing in excess of basic costs for certain services, as
provided by this chapter.



